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hitherto has been the case, that is not due to any desire to
"whitewash" them, but is simply the consequence of a want
of any evidence for a large proportion of those crimes which
have furnished the darker shades in the traditional picture
of this family I have also endeavoured to leave the facts to
speak for themselves as far as possible, to narrate rather
than to explain, leaving readers to form their own conclu*
sions, as I am confident that in this way what the Medici
were and did is likely to be more forcibly appreciated.

As regards the elder branch of the family, this book relates
for the first time the histories of Giovanni di Bicci, Piero i!
Gottoso, and Lorenzo (Duke of Urbino); brings to notice
certain points not previously known with reference to Cosimo
Pater Patriae, the manner in which that title was given him,
and his singular tomb; and throws some new light on the
character and deeds of Lorenzo the Magnificent. It takes ^
different view from that hitherto held regarding Pope Leo
X, Catherine de7 Medici, and Pietro the Unfortunate. And
it discloses for the first time the inner history of Pope Clement
VII, the scheme which he formed, the manner in which he
carried it out, and the motives underlying his (hitherto im-
perfectly understood) political manoeuvres with Charles V,
Francis I, and Henry VIII.

As regards the younger branch of the family, this history
is the first that has been written. In this portion of the sub-
ject the most notable points are: The various important
achievements of Cosimo I and Ferdinand I; the character
and importance of Eleonora di Toledo; the history of Anna
Maria Ludovica, a member of the family who has been
practically unknown, though most deserving of record; the
solution of a problem long unsolved connected with the feel-
ing regarding the Medici in their own city; the unveiling
(through the results of recent research) of many misconcep-
tions regarding Cosimo I and his sons; the exposure of such
errors as the common one of supposing that the palace known
as the Pitti Palace was built by that family instead of by